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This is one in a series of tapes on the history of the Society 
of Yeager Scholars. My name is Michele Shank. Today, October 
the 14th, 1987, we are interviewing retired U.S. Air Force 
Colonel Ralph Albertazzie. 
May I call you Ralph? 
You may call me Ralph. 
Alright. You may call me Michele. (Laugh) 
Thank you, Michele. 
O.k. Where were you born, Ralph? 
I was born in a little coal mining community, west of 
Morgantown, West Virginia, up Scott's Run, called Cassville. I 
don't believe Cassville has a post office any longer. It used 
to. It's probably about 7, 8, 10 miles west of Morgantown, up 






In a house there. As many people my age were born in houses 
rather than hospitals, especially in coal camps. 
Did we have brothers and sisters? 
l.Jb. . I have only. . . my mother has had two additional. . 
.three additional children, two girls and a boy from another 
marriage. So I have brothers and sisters, but they are only 
half. 
O.k. Tell me about growing up. How was it growing up in 
Cassville? 
Ralph: 
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Well, I . . . my recollection is focused purely on just a couple 
of things, you know. I think my memory is either beginning to 
fade or I've had so many things plunged into my memory bank 
that I've forgotten some of the details . But Cassville, West 
Virginia was a coal mining community. And these were days just 
before the depression which was felt significantly in the coal 
camps of West Virginia. I grew up basically in my grandfather 
and grandmother's home, because my mother was very young when I 
was born and then she divorced and remarried and she ... my 
stepfather was a West Virginia state policeman, and they had 
their own life to live now and I'm not sure that I ever fit 
into that nor did I know that I didn't fit into it. It was 
just merely that I now ... the household that I was in was my 
home, therefore, I grew up in that home. And they were very 
caring people. My grandfather who was a coal miner who worked 
his way ... he was an Italian French immigrant. I say Italian 
French because his parents were Italian who immigrated into 
France. He was a Frenchman who immigrated into the United 
States. So he left Italy before it was an Italy. He left that 
portion and his parents left that portion of Italy, before it 
became organized under Victor Immanual so that he actually came 
from a state called Lombardi which is now the Lombard region of 
Italy. His ancestors and then they came over the mountain to 
the alps of France, came in from France and he came to the 
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United States in 1903 and he had a small background in 
engineering through some technical school he had attended in 
Granola, France. He gravitated like so many immigrants to the 
coal mining areas of West Virginia and Pennsylvania. And 
stayed in that area. But he was apparently very diligent and 
determined and motivated, because he went up the ladder of the 
coal mining industry until he became a superintendent of a mine 
which in that ... that was pretty significant progress for an 
immigrant. But he moved around quite a bit. He would work in 
this part of West Virginia for awhile, and then the mine 
O"hner's would send him to another part of West Virginia. 
Basically, we stayed in the Morgantown area. From Cassville, 
we moved into some of the suburbs of Morgantown. And then I 
spent a period of my life in Barbour Country outside of 
Phillippi, West Virginia. Then went back to Morgantown and 
went to school in Morgantown. And began the university in 
Morgantown. And then I came off the campus ... I went to West 
Virginia University on a football scholarship as an all state 
football player at Morgantown High School. And so I remember 
the athletic director of West Virginia University was a guy by 
the name of Legs Holly and he's a very prominent name in West 
Virginia athletics. And Bill Kern was coach at West Virginia 
University at that time. Bill Kern had coached Carnegie 
Tech. He'd been a football player at Pitt and they had 
installed the Pitt system at West Virginia and we had played 
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kind of a thing. And, because of my prominence in football, 
everyone presumed I was going to go to the university. What 
they didn't know was that I was being courted by other 
colleges. Kentucky, I remember, Tennessee, Alabama, at that 
time. 
Um .. You were good! 
Well, I was good for my time. 
Um-humrnm. 
Let's put it that way . So anyway, um .. I had not been 
recruited at all by West Virginia University. 
They assumed you would be going. , . 
They just assumed that I would go there. You know, it wasn't 
the same process that they use today in recruiting. So anyhow, 
it came about that I was walking down ... it was just before . 
. . at the end of the summer, and just before football practice 
begins for recruits and those kinds of things at most colleges 
and universities, and I was walking down the main street in 
Morgantown which was High Street and out of the bank, one of 
the banks in town, came a man well known as a booster of West 
Virginia athletics, a guy by the name of Ed Boyle, who was big 
in the lumber and coal business. And Ed said to me, well are 
you about ready to get out there and get charged? And I said, 
well, Mr. Boyle, I haven't made up my mind where I'm going to 
go yet. He said, what do you mean? I said, well, I have been 
Michele: 
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to Lexington and I've been to a couple of other colleges and 
looked at the campus, but I really haven't made up my mind. He 
said, You're going to West Virginia aren't you? I said, I 
haven't talked to anybody from West Virginia. He said, you've 
got to be kidding. Well, that may have been about 1:00 in the 
afternoon. At 3:00, that afternoon at my house was the 
athletic director. (Michele laughs) He said, what is this, 
you're going to go away to school, you know? So then I was 
recruited for football, under a football scholarship, to play 
football for West Virginia. We had a great freshman football 
team. At that time, you played freshman football. But 
however, when fall came, now we are looking at the War starting 
in 1941, 1942 and I went out for football, you lmow, and after 
the football season in 1942, we're looking around, and I say, 
where is everybody? They said, well they've been drafted. You 
know, the thought of being drafted. I was a pretty young 
guy. I graduated from high school when I was 17. So 
therefore, some of these things the more mature players were in 
that age that were going to be drafted very quickly and I ,,;as 
still in that formative years, so to speak, and maturing, And 
I may have been a good athlete, but I wasn't very smart about 
other things. I didn't know what the draft was all about yet. 
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I said what is this? So anyhow, I said I don't ... I'd 
already begun to fly and I'd taken flying lessons and soloed 
and done all those things and that was my bag was to become a 
flyer. And anyhow, I said I'm not going to get drafted. I'm 
going to enlist into whatever it takes to be in the Army Air 
Corps, I remember I took a bus, .. the West Virginia 
transportation company ran a bus from Pittsburgh to Charleston 
at that time. , . and I went out and grabbed the bus and went 
to Charleston and went to the Army Air Corps recruiter down 
there and took the test and became an Army aviation cadet. 
Right then. 
Right then. I wasn't going to wait for them to draft me. So 
they finally called me, anyhow, I think it was the end of my 
first semester in 42-43 so I came into the service in February 
of 1943. 
And of course the war was. 
World War II was on and I. , 
What did they do with you, this young, , , 
Well, I went through flying school, like many others. I 
remember ... you know we were all gung ho to go to war. War 
was the big thing. Patriotism was the big thing when I grew up 
and so anyhow, I went through the usual flight training 
prog:i:-am, graduated from flying school in Arkansas and was 
prepared to go to fight the war with fighter airplanes or 
bomber airplanes or whatever, When I got my orders, I \,,,'ent to 
Michele: 
Ralph: 
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bomber training school and ... in Illinois ... and I went up 
there and I finished the bomber training school and was waiting 
for my orders to go over seas, pick up my crew and everybody 
was young and gung ho in those days. 
Um-hmm. Pick up your leather jacket. 
Yeah, picked up my hat and leather jacket. I had a couple of 
them, but they weren't as significant then as they are now. 
(Both laugh) So anyway, then when my orders came out, I'll be 
a son-of-a-gun if I wasn't assigned to an instructor's school 
in Columbus, Ohio. I said, what is this? I remember there was 
two of us who you know, in military things, if your name 
is A, you are always at the head of the chow line, you are the 
head of everything. You're the first one to get shot, you're 
the first one ... there was a guy by the name of George 
Albritten and Ralph Albertazzie. We were always right behind 
each other in whatever line they had. I'll be a son-of-a-gun 
if we didn't get the s ame orders. We were supposed to go to 
Lockburn Air Force Base, which was then in Columbus, Ohio, 
Lockburn Army Air Corps Base, and we went to a pay telephone, 
the first one we could find, I think we had to go into town, 
Rantoul, Illinois, to find a pay telephone. We called the 
general in charge of assignments (Laughter) and said, there 
must be some mistake , we're supposed to go to combat, you 
know. And he said, there's no mistake. I remember his name. 
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in Atlanta. It was pretty tough making long distance phone 
calls in those days because the war was going on and 
everything. We finally got on the phone with General McDaniel 
and he said, son, I think we lmow more what' s good for the Army 
Air Corps than you do. You just go to Lockburn. And that kind 
of closed the book on the thing. Both of us, George and I, 
went to Lockburn and I don't lmow if we were that skillful or 
not, but we were kept ... then we were kept in the 
instructor's school as instructors. We went to the 
instructor's school with the intention of coming back to be 
instructors in that initial transition training program, to the 
B17 flying fortress, which was what we were in. Instead of 
that, they kept us in the instructor's school to be instructors 
for other instructors, although we've not been to combat. 
Um- hmmm. 
And we stayed in Columbus for a year or so and, of course, by 
this time the B17 thousand plane raids had ... were pretty 
much winding down in Europe because t he war in Europe was 
beginning to wind down. 
Um-hmmm. 
We'd devas tated the Germans and things were turning around. 
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The super-fortress, So, son-of-a- gun, here we didn't come out 
again ordered again, George Albritt and Ralph Albertazzie. We 
go to B29 school. And I said, well, we're finally going to go 
to combat. We're going to go to the Pacific where the B29's 
were. Well, we got down to the B29 school in Alabama and sure 
enough, they kept us there as instructors. 
Well, you must have been good! (Laugh) 
I don't know. But anyhow, that was it. But when the war was 
over with, to be perfectly frank, I think it ended more with a 
greater degree of uncertainty than people had really planned. 
The war just ended. And they just weren't prepared for the 
end. And as a result, we were thrown in the big pool of pilots 
and we were flying more than we ever did without teaching 
anybody anything. We were taking people flying just to be 
flying because at that time, if you didn't fly, you didn't get 
paid for flying. So we were taking all these ... 
You had to go up. 
Yeah, you had to go up, You were taking all t hese pilots who 
wer e coming in all the time, but we couldn't send them out 
because they had no place to go. We were taking enough fl ying 
hours with them and dropping them off, taking somebody else 
up. And so it s eemed to be so confusing that I got out and I 
got out and went back to Morgantown, went back to school, 
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scholarship again, but now I'm three years older than I was 
when I was there and football didn't have the appeal for me and 
there was a lot of young guys now. And I just said, no, I want 
to stay in the flying business. I stayed in the flying 
business. I became the airport operator at Morgantown and quit 
going to school as a result. And I stayed there until . it 
was in 1951 when again, these orders came out of these 
departments of the various military departments came to me 
again ... 
This is the Korean war we are talking about. 
This is the Korean war. Now, I'm recalled to active duty. I 
remember I protested because I felt not only was I operating 
the flying school at Morgantown airport, but I was also flying 
for a coal company at corporate salary, and I felt that my 
importance to the coal company was significant and I had made 
my appeal to what we called the delay board. And they said, 
no, I had to come back on to active duty. And .. , 
Now, did they ... 
So I did it, and I was given a good assignment. Flying the 
Pacific and transports. 
So, you actually ... 
So I opted to stay in. 
So that's when you decided you would uh .. make more or less a 
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What happened was that when my, •• I was recalled 
involuntarily. with a fixed tour. At the end of that tour, 
they were supposed to let me out. The problem with that was 
that when the tour was over, that set tour, the war was still 
going on. The Korean incursion, or conflict, or whatever you 
want to call it. It was a war to me. It was still going on 
and I. .. and by this time, I'm stationed in Hawaii and I'm 
flying from the west coast of the United States throughout the 
Pacific through the Phillippines and Guam, and Japan and Korea, 
moving troops and people and cargo and wounded back, and those 
kind of things ... and I enjoyed the flying. It was good 
flying in the Pacific and I said to myself, you know the war's 
still going on. If I get out, they are apt to call me back and 
if they call me back the second time, I may not have the good 
assignment that I've got now. So I elected to stay in. What I 
really did was mechanically, you change your tenure from set 
tour to an indefinite tour and during that indefinite tour, 
they offered me a regular commission in the Air Force and so I 
stayed in. 
Good. 
And then I .,;as recruited to become a V.I.P. pilot. 
O.k. I see two bronze stars, distinguished flying cross, 
legion of merit ... 
Well, those things really came out of flying the president, 
being in Viet Nam. . . 
Michele: 
Ralph: 
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Um-hmrnm. 
Flying the pacific as I did was not considered a combat tour, 
even though we went into Korea carrying troups and supplies, it 
was not considered combat because we weren't under fire. So 
therefore, you didn't earn any of the medals. ¼~en I came back 
then, I got into this V.I.P. flying business in Washington, I 
was recruited for that. And that's how I got into the 
President flying business. I was the first 707 pilot the Air 
Force had. I therefore flew Eisenhower on his jet trips. I 
flew Kennedy on his jet trips until he got his own airplane. 
Then I was elected to go to the university to go to school and 
while I was at school, completing the course down at Mear 
University, I got a call from the Pentagon, saying that one of 
the three star generals in the Pentagon had just been promoted 
to four star and he was going to take over all the Air Forces 
in Europe and he wanted somebody with my background and talent 
to be an aid and pilot to him. And they asked me if I would do 
that because I was due for an overseas tour again so I said 
sure . So I l eft the univers ity and went to Europe and served 
with this four star general for his two years in Europe and he 
came back and took over all the tactical air forces - the 
fighter air forces - and other tactical air lift forces all 
over.the world, but the headquarters was in Langley, Virginia, 
or Hampton, Virginia, Langley Air Force Base . So I came back 
with him. But he was a gung-ho fighter pilot. And that's when 
Michele: 
Ralph: 
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I first met Chuck Yeager, while I was working for General (?). 
No, I think I met him first in Europe, because he was at 
Bitburg. He was a wing commander at Bitburg at that time. But 
then we had. our paths crossed again when I was in tactical 
Air Command. But in any event , the general I .,;as working for 
was a gung-ho fighter pilot, and believed in war and I hadn't 
really been to war, you see, so he said to me, he said, Ralph, 
when I retire, you've got to go to Vietnam . And I said 
General, I don't want to go to Vietnam. (Laughing) 
(Laughing) Thanks anyway, 
He said, oh, you've got to. If you're ever going to be 
anything in the Air Force, you've got to go to Vietnam. I 
said, tell you what I'll do, General. I'll go to Vietnam, if 
after I finish my tour, I go back to the special Air missions 
with the V.I.P. flying business. He said, what do you want to 
do that for? I said, because I think that is my style of 
flying. So anyway, he contacted some people. Of course, when 
you are working for a four star general, you've got to 
understand you meet all the other four star generals and when 
your name is mentioned to other four star generals, they know 
who you are. You lmow, from a personnel transfer viewpoint, 
there may be other four star generals that would like for you 
to have . do certain things for him, too. If they think 
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star general that ... to contact the general who's in charge 
of all the military transport forces and see if I couldn't come 
back into the V.I.P. business . He was delighted to have me. 
Good. 
And so ... then it so happened that after I got an assignment 
back from Washington, being another V.I.P. pilot again. As a 
matter of fact, I was going to be the chief pilot of the V. I. P. 
group now, because I had moved along in rank. General 
McConnell, who is now the chief staff of the Air Force, whom I 
had also known, said nah, I don't want you to do that, I want 
you to be the president's pilot. So that's how I wound up with 
the job. He thought enough of me professionally as a transport 
pilot to give me that job, rather than me being the chief 
pilot. And that's where I picked up the legion of Merit, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and ... but I picked up my Bronze 
Stars and a lot of other war time medals in Vietnam while I was 
over there. But I didn't really fly in combat over there. I 
was in a combat situation. But the flying I did was more of a 
transport type flying. But we were being shot at. 
You were endangered . 
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Urn- hrnrnm. So was President Nixon the only president you flew 
for ... no, you flew for Kennedy? 
No, you see. actually, I say this facetiously, I go all the 
way back to Hoover. Hoover didn't have an airplane. But he 
was still the former president when I first got into the V.I.P. 
flying business. And I had the occasion to fly President 
Hoover to the World's Fair in Brussels in 1958. And I used to 
take President Truman from Kansas City down to Key Wes t on some 
of his winter vacations. I flew President Eisenhower. I flew 
President Kennedy. I flew President Johnson. On ad hoc 
trips. When they needed the jet airplane ... this was before 
they had a jet airplane of their own ... I would take the 
trip. They had propeller driven airplanes. Then. 
away when Kennedy got his airplane full time ... a jet 
airplane. 
And was that the first presidential plane? 
No that was the first jet presidential plane. 
O.k. 
I went 
The president ... the first president to have his own airplane 
was President Roosevelt. And it was a propeller driven 
airplane ... and it stayed that way clear up until 1962 ,s'hen 
Kennedy finally got a jet airplane for his oi--.n. And then, like 
I say, I went away and came back from Vietnam and became the 
President's pilot myself. All of Richard Nixon's tour and part 
Michele: 
Ralph: 
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of Gerry Ford's time, the first four months ... so, you know, 
I go through a lot of president's during my career. 
So getting back to Chuck Yeager. When do you first remember 
notic ing him or hearing about him as a fellow West Virginian? 
Well, I knew who he was. He was in Europe when I ... as I 
recall, he was either the wing c ommander ... I think he was 
the wing commander at Bitburg, which was one of the U.S. Air 
Force in Europe fighter bases. Bitburg, Germany, And he was 
over there as the wing commander. Then, of course, I knew he 
was the man who had flown supersonically and all those kind of 
things. And he probably doesn't ... he would have no way of 
knowing this, but when I was at Morgantown Airport, and I was 
in the airport operation business, we had a friend of Chuck's 
who was a test pilot as well by the name of Petey Everest, who 
was from Fairmont, West Virgini a. And Petey used to come in 
every now and then and Chuck came in every now and then in a 
P51, a propeller driven airplane, one of the fastest propeller 
driven airplane s of its time into Morganto"'n Airport. And, of 
course , I lmew Pet ey Ever est f a irly well. I met Chuck a t tha t 
t ime . I can't maybe Chuck was given an honorary degree 
from W. V. Universi t y. I would have to check to s ee if he got 
one. He came into t own for s ome kind of thing. This was after 
his !':>upersonic flight. So I got to !mow him that way, And of 
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under the Patrick Street Bridge. And I'm not sure I was in 
Huntington when he flew under the Fifth Street Bridge. 
Um-hmmm. 
I was at Morgantown as a civilian because I was out of the 
service when these events occurred and I remember him doing 
that. You know, the people would joke about it and say, they 
t hink he was a crazy Air Force pilot, to do those kinds of 
things. And of course, then when I got recalled to active 
duty, I ran across him at Bitburg. I ran across him again. 
I think he was in the flying safety business at one time. And 
for some reason or other, our paths crossed when I was working 
for the commander of the tactical air command. And then I of 
course, I began to read all of his eA'J)loits. The recognition 
that was long overdue for him you know. 
Yes. 
The trophies and the medals and those kinds of things. 
So the Soc iety of Yeager Scholars. When did you first hear 
about that scholarship program? 
Joe Hunnicutt and I have been fri ends f or a great deal of 
years. J oe and I have tried to do things together from a 
business viewpoint from time to time. And you know, both of us 
are proud of our West Virginia heritage. And we're always 
dreaming of things we can do to get West Virginia and West 
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phone call one day from Joe, who had now conceived of an idea 
of taking Chuck Yeager and getting him involved in a 
scholarship program. And I remember ... I remember being 
fundamentally a part of all the discussions that took place. 
Joe would brain storm with me. Call me on the telephone and 
say, hey, what do you think about this? And I would brainstorm 
with him about what we could do and who we could get and how we 
ought to go about it and all those kinds of things. So I felt 
like I was a part of those original thinking about the Yeager 
Scholarship Program and helped him and motivated him in to 
doing the kind of things. And gave him names of people he 
could contact to become sponsors and supporters of the 
program. And those kinds of things. And of course, Joe kept 
me fully informed about the thing. 
And, of course, you are on the National Board of Directors. 
I was elected President of the Board, the first president of 
the board. I'm looking forward to be ing r e lieved tomorrow. 
(Laugh) I haven't been that ac tive, of course , because we 
needed the structure of organi zation and ... 
This being our firs t year. 
Dale Nitzschke and Joe Hunnicutt said, you lmow, we'd like for 
you to be the first president of the Yeager Soc iety and I 
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Then were you instrumental in securing other board members? 
Oh, sure. I helped Joe ... you know, Joe and I brainstormed 
through these people and we came up with a lot of people we 
thought could do what things for the society ... like Tom 
Pownall, Bob Kanuth, and some of the people have been very 
supportive. Have given of their time and given of their 
resources to support the program. Others, frankly, have been 
kind of disappointing, but I think they will eventually come 
around. Now that the first class is place and the first 
symposium has taken place. I think once they see there is a 
machine here and it's operating ... 
And it's a go. 
And it's a go, then I think you'll see people begin to fall 
into line. 
Did you have any input at all, Ralph, in the curriculum - what 
the student's would do? Did you make any suggestions? 
No. You know, that was Joe's bag and I didn't get involved in 
that. From time to time , I would get a call from Joe and he 
kind of kept me informed and gave me a progress report. And 
basically, except for my views about certain things , I had no 
influence in that. 
Now that you've met the students, what are your impressions of 
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Well, I'm very much impressed with them. I was very sincere in 
my remarks this morning about, you know, I'm proud of the fact 
that I had a part of the program. And I feel particularly 
proud because I knew that fundamentally I was part of the 
program as well. And having interviewed 13 of the applicants, 
our board, our interview board in Washington D.C. composed of 
Marvin Stone, Al Wheeler and me, interviewed the greatest bulk 
of students of anywhere. And I was astounded at the talent in 
those young people. I really was. And I ... we're going to 
be hard pressed frankly, to see how we are going to be able to 
narrow this thing down to twenty of them. They are brilliant. 
Now, when you come to maturity, you are talking about something 
different. You can have brilliant people, but they can or can 
not be mature enough to fit into an environment. I think 
easily, a lot of those brilliant people fell out simply because 
in their brilliance, they hadn't matured in other ways. In 
inner-personal relationships and those kinds of things, but the 
people we have on campus, I can't ... the ones I've met are 
just absolutely fantastic. I think they are marve lous. 
This program is supposed to, in essence, create leaders . What 
is your definition of leadership? 
Well, to me the definition of leadership is when you say 
something, people start getting with the program. And leaders 
are not exactly what the word says. In other words, they are 
Michele: 
Ralph: 
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not necessarily out in front all the time. They are the 
people, leaders are the people who lead a program in its 
entirety and know how to focus that program to achieve the 
results and get people to cooperate with them and follow them 
and add momentum to the program they are trying to achieve. 
Those are leaders. They are motivators, not necessarily 
getting up and saying hey, follow me kind of a thing. These 
are the people who conceive, who organize, and who motivate 
other people into doing the programs. Those are the leaders. 
They have to have intelligence, They have to have the 
charisma. They have to have the personality, They have to 
have the JX)litical savvy, They have to have the intelligence. 
And intelligence is different from smart, the intelligence to 
rationalize and see and recognize people as individuals and 
knowing that each individual has to be motivated in a little 
bit different manner in order to get them to produce. And 
those are leaders, That's what I consider to be a leader is. 
When you were growing up, Ralph, did you ever have a hero? Did 
you have a Chuck Yeager figure in your mind when you were a 
young boy in West Virginia? 
Well, I had a Jelly-belly Boone. Jelly-belly Boone was a 
one of the pioneer aviators in my part of West Virginia, 
Monogalia County, and he was a man who, when I was growing up 
in Cassville, West Virginia, I used to watch drive by my house 
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in the fanciest automobile I had ever seen in my life. It was 
an Auburn Speedster. And you know, a youngster views an Auburn 
Speedster differently than I view that Auburn Speedster today. 
But then, it was the biggest, fanciest thing I had ever seen in 
my life and all I could do was. I wanted to aspire to own 
an Auburn Speedster. And since the man who was driving the 
Auburn Speedster was the local airport operator by the name of 
Jelly-belly Boone, I then hitchhiked to his airport and did all 
the things he asked me to do and in exchange for that, he would 
teach me how to fly. And he did. It was years later ... as a 
matter of fact, Jelly-belly owned the flying school I bought 
when I came back from World War II. And perhaps in the back of 
my mind, I was visualizing that maybe I could use that school 
to buy that Auburn Speedster. Well, it's really not true, 
Michele, because when I had been there but a short time, 
perhaps six or eight months, I lmew that there were. . . you 
can't make that kind of money in the flying business, to own an 
Auburn Speedster. And then of course, I learned then that 
Jelly-belly had been a moonshiner. A bootlegger. And that's 
the reason he used to go by the house all the time in 
Cassville. (Laughter) He was going up the holler to the 
still, you see. (Michele laughs.) He was a motivator. He was 
a hero to me. He flew and he could do things with airplanes 
that I only dreamed about doing. And he passed some of that 
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wno do you think are the heroes today, Ralph, that could 
inspire the new young man to join the Air Force? 
In my judgement, there are no heroes today. And I'm taking the 
heroes as I would look at Chuck Yeager, or as I looked at Jelly-
Belly Boone . As I looked at Bronco Nagursky, or as I looked at 
ball players of my time, who were genuine heroes. You know, 
today, we take a Lawrence Taylor, who is a dope addict, 
recovered, and we make him a hero. We seem to ... heroes are 
not people who stand out in society and become something we can 
aspire to because they have had so many opportunities to go 
astray that many of them have gone astray and they've tried to 
fit themselves back into the mold and in the process, they've 
lost their luster. In ... they don't really become genuine 
heroes anymore. I think ... you take the Buzz Aldren's in 
the world, who went to the moon and then he becomes an 
alcoholic and he recovers. Or the Neil Armstrong's who goes to 
the moon and then goes away and teaches. They don't aspire to 
be heroes. What I like is the Chuck Yeager's of this world, 
who i s .. he's a hero. 
And s t ill is a hero. 
And still is a hero. And people know he i s a he ro. And he 
still ... he's not trying to be anything different that Chuck 
Yeager. But he is a genuine hero. And you've got to 
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understand something, Michele. If Chuck Yeager had not 
exceeded the speed of sound forty years ago, there would be no 
space program. We'd still be saying, who are we going to find 
that's going to be hero enough to do that? Because t oday, I 
don't think we've got the kind of heroes that' 11 do that. We 
got a lot of people who will get involved in a program and they 
will do things, but they are not the big risk takers that the 
Chuck Yeager's in this world are. And as I say, it's kind of 
disappointing to me. And I hope that from this class of Yeager 
Scholars will come somebody who's got the urge to do something 
different. To take the risk, if risk is demanded. Not for 
personal gain, not for anything else, just because there is a 
challenge there and he wants to meet it. 
